
              

          March 19, 2015 

Hi Parents! 

The Fish Class has embarked on our new project: The Play Dough Project! The spark for the project 

occurred when we noticed how interested the Friday class was at working with the play dough at 

the art table. Three and four year old children love working with their hands, so dough seemed like 

such a wonderful project to choose! 

The first time we sat down with the class and worked with the 

dough, we asked the children what they could make with it. We 

received over 40 ideas! The suggestions were foods such as 

pancakes and pizza, different types of balls, jewelry, letters of the 

alphabet, and a wide selection of miscellaneous items. This 

encouraged us because we knew this topic would enable the 

children to be creative and give them plenty of opportunities to be 

self-directed and engaged learners during the process.   

During this adventure with dough the children will choose different 

ways to make it, color it, add scents, and make it beautiful (adding 

glitter and jewels, an important point to several children). They will 

have the opportunity to work with dough every day in the 

classroom. Academic skills will also be practiced as the students 

form numbers and letters with it. 

When the children follow a recipe they are working on math, science, vocabulary, reading and 

teamwork skills. We are also producing a list of some of the descriptive words that the children use 

while molding the dough. 

Dough awakens all five senses in children: vision, hearing, 

smell, taste and touch; therefore, it attracts all of the 

different ways that they learn. Working with dough also 

improves fine motor development by increasing strength 

in hand muscles. Finally, dough also has a calming and 

relaxing quality. By squeezing and pounding a child can 

release his/her frustrations. 

During the early stage of the project, we plan on giving 

the children lots of changes to experiment with making 

and working with the dough. Later, we will break into 

small groups to focus more intently on creating something 

special with each group. 

If any parents or grandparents are willing to share with the class their expert dough making skills, we 

would love to have you visit our room and share your talent! 

Thanks for sharing your child with us!   

Sharon and Jen Marck 


